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Chapter already pressed for the adoption of the system that any
__|_ deviations from existing law shall only be made after
joint consultation and the attainment of common ac-
cord. One point of great importance has to be borne
in mind. At present under the existing law, which will
remain until altered by the Dominions, the enforce-
ment of the Act takes place throughout the Empire,
and is carried out by British Consuls and Naval Courts.
Dominion legislation cannot impose duties on these
authorities, so that co-operation will be necessary, if
there are not to be serious defects in regard to the
enforcement of regulations affecting ships registered
in one part of the Commonwealth which trade in
other parts and evade the jurisdiction of the part of
registry.
While the parts of the Commonwealth signatory of
the agreement do not include the territories dependent
on the United Kingdom, it is clear under Article 27
that these parts are to share in the system, for-they
remain under the supreme legislative control of the
Imperial Parliament.
(7) The abolition of territorial limitations and the
doctrine of repugnancy again explains the removal of
all restrictions on the powers of the Dominions to deal
with Admiralty jurisdiction. The Colonial Courts of
Admiralty Act, 1890, which conferred on colonial
courts the jurisdiction exercised by the High Court in
England, as then existing, required the approval of the
King in Council for rules made by colonial courts of
Admiralty, and the reservation or insertion of a sus-
pending clause in colonial measures dealing with
Admiralty jurisdiction. The limits of English Admiralty
jurisdiction as existing in 1890 were extended in im-